Program 4

A Universal oneness is virtually unknown except by an expressed
particular form. Therefore God created Man in His image in order
to express His own personal Glory.

Man is not God, but is made a little lower than Elohim.—Psalms
8:4 & Heb. 2:6

Man was created to express and contain God, but not take God’s
place like Satan tried to do. Man is a dependent being, and only
a receiver. Man can not producer his own life, therefore has no
nature or life of his own, but instead he derives his nature from
the one who indwells him.

God created man’s free will out of His sovereignty.

# 1--Psa. 8:4 & Heb. 2:6—What is Man?

The human has no power source of its own, we are an helpless
expression of someone else.

!
The Bible calls us:

Vessels, of which liquid? (wrath or mercy) Romans 9:22-23
Branches, of which vine? (true or false) John 15:1; Romans 6:21-22
Temples, indwelt by which god? (true or false) I Corinthians 6:19-20
Slaves, owned by which master? (old or new) Romans 6:17-18
Wives, married to which husband? (Christ or Satan) Romans 7:2-4
Bodies, of which Christ is the head. Ephesians 1:22-23; Col. 1:18

Man, as we have stated before, is a wonderfully intricately complex
spirit being. He is clothed in flesh (soul and body) as a means of expressing
his ego “1”. God has equipped us with great faculties and capacities, but the
human being has no independent nature of its own. There is no such thing
as a “just I,” with powers of its own. Man is a neutral being void of its own
nature. We are dependent beings derived from God Himself. Therefore we
must derive our life from another source, other than ourselves. Before we
were regenerated, we, through the Fall, derived our nature from Satan our
former husband and master (Eph. 2:2-3). Now as redeemed people, we are
derive our nature from our new husband and master, Christ (II Peter 1:4).

The Biblical proof of man’s dependency is clearly seen by what the
Bible calls us. The Bible calls us vessels. “That he might make known the



riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy” (Romans 9:23). What is the
function of a vessel? A vessel is designed to simply be available to contain
liquid. The cup isn’t the coffee, and the coffee isn’t the cup. But we do
speak of it in union terms—“A cup of coffee.” However, the vessel is a
neutral container available to contain either water or poison, or Christ or
Satan.

The Bible calls us branches. What is the function of a branch? John
15:1-4 says that Christ is the vine, we are the branches, and “without Him
we can do nothing.” It’s obvious that a branch apart from the vine can not
produce fruit, yet we Christians falsely think that we can produce good
works apart from the Holy Spirit. Or, we also think that we can produce
good works with God’s help. This too is a delusion as well. God can’t help
us be the vine, we are the branches. A branch simple rest in the fact that it
is a channel by which the vine produces the fruit.

The Old Testament symbols were shadows of New Testament realities.
1 Cor. 3:16, "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you?" What is the function of a femple? The temple in
the Old Testament was the building that housed the Holy-of-Holies, which
contained the Shekinah-Glory. It was not the glory itself, but it was the
container for the Glory. Just like today we Christians contain the Shekinah-
Glory in our “Holy of Holies heart,” but we do not become the glory, we
contain it.

The Bible calls us slaves. “Being then made free from sin, you
became the slaves of righteousness” (Romans 6:18). What is the function of
a slave? A slave has no freedom or life of his own, for he is bound to his
master. He must do what his master tells him to do. II Peter says, 'for of
whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage." The
human has never been what we think of as an independently free agent. We
have always been in bondage to our master, either Satan or Christ.

The Bible calls us wives. We are “ dead to the law by the body of
Christ; that you should be married to another even to him who is raised
from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God” (Romans 7:4).
What is a wife? A wife is the loving coupled partner of her husband. The
two are seen by God as “one flesh.” However a wife can not produce a child
apart from being inseminated by her husband. Similarly, we contain Christ,
and He produces the fruit of the Holy Spirit through us.

And finally the Bible calls us “Bodies,” not the head. Ephesians 1:22-
23 says, “And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the
head over all things to the church. Which is His body, the fullness of Him
that filleth all in all.

When we think of a person, we don’t think that the head is one
person and the body is another. We think of us as a unity of both head and
body, constituting one being. Yet we Christians think that He the Head will
help us the body from heaven. The Head is joined to the body, they
function as one. But we all know that the command center of our being is



our heads. It dictates all that the bodies does. But it does it spontaneously
and freely, not as a dictator as if to say, “you ought to move here, or you
should do that.” The head and body just freely and spontaneously operates
as one.

Jesus was the perfect pattern of a human vessel. In the book of John
there are numerous scriptures that show his human vessel-hood. Here are
some of them: John 5:19&30 says, “The Son can do nothing of himself,
and of my own self I can do nothing”; The human Jesus had no power of his
own. John 5:31-33 says, “If 1 bear witness of myself, my witness is not
true”; Jesus didn’t bear his own witness. John 5:43 says, “l am come in my
Fathers name;” Jesus did not come in his own name. John 6:38 says, “I
came not to do my own will”; He did not do his own will. John 6:57 says, “I
live by the Father”; He didn't have his own life. John 7:16 says, “My
doctrine is not mine”; Jesus didn’t have a doctrine or teaching of his own.
John 7:28says, “I am not come of myself.” The Father sent him. John 8:16
says, “If 1 judge, my judgment is true; for | am not alone, But I and the
Father that sent me;” His judgment was not his own. John 8:28-29 says,
“That I do nothing of myself, but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these
things;” He didn't learn from himself, and he didn’t teach himself. John
8:50 says, “l seek not mine glory”; His glory is not his. John 8:54 says, “If |
honor myself, my honor is nothing”; He doesn’t honor himself. John 12:49
says “l have not spoken of myself”; Jesus didn’t speak his own words. And
John 14:10 says, “l speak not myself; but the Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works”; His works were not his works.

Somehow, we Christians think that we are better than Jesus. We
think: “I know that you say that you can’t live the life on your own, Jesus,
but I can, and I will.” Do you see the foolish pride of us Christians who
think “we can do it’ when even the Son of God didn’t live as if he were
separate from his Father.

Do we have it clear?-the human vessel is not a “me” by itself. It
never has been. My good friend Bill Bower says that “there is no vessel
“ME.”” The only me there is in me, is Christ. As a spirit/vessel I have
capacities, of willing, knowing and desiring, yet these capacities have no
“ME.” They are simply the capacity to receive “Christ’s willing (Phil. 2:13);
the capacity is know, Christ” knowing (I Cor. 2:16); the capacity to receive
desire/love, that is, Christ” desiring and loving (I John 4:8). These capacities
have no “1” at all. When Galatians 2:20 says that it is one longer “I,” but
Christ that lives. It is saying that there is not a “me” other than Christ that
lives in my human receiving vessel.
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